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LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

SECRETARY’S REPORT
24TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY 19TH MARCH 2010
The 23rd Annual General Meeting of the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago was held on Friday 20th March 2009, at the San Fernando Hill, Visitor Centre, San Fernando Hill, San Fernando. At that meeting, the following officers and members of Council were duly elected:
President:




Martin G. Daly S.C.
(unopposed)
Vice President:


Hendrickson R. M. Seunath S.C. (unopposed)
Treasurer:




Kemrajh Harrikissoon (unopposed)
SENIOR MEMBERS


Alvin Fitzpatrick S.C.




Darrell Allahar

Ronnie Bissessar

Dharamachand Depoo



Patricia Dindyal

Nadia Kangaloo

Bijili Lalla




Lesley-Ann Lucky Samaroo
Donna Prowell-Raphael
Ravi Rajcoomar

JUNIOR MEMBERS


Sushma Gopeesingh







Brent Hallpike

Gregory Pantin







Dinesh Rambally






Haran Ramkaransingh
The names of the elected Members of the Council were published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette Notice Vol. 48, No. 36 dated Tuesday 24th March 2009. 
Patricia Dindyal was appointed as Honorary Secretary pursuant to Section 3(1) of Part A of the First Schedule of the Legal Profession Act 1986, at the 1st meeting of the 23rd Council on the 21 April, 2009.
Council held (11) regular meetings, (1) adjourned meeting, (2) emergency meetings  and (2) meetings whilst on retreat in Tobago, during the year under review.  A record of attendance of members of Council at meetings is attached as Appendix “X”.  
Among the more important matters which engaged the attention of the Council this year were the following:

· 20 Hayes Street, St. Clair
· Court actions against attorneys who failed to pay fines and/or compensation ordered by the Disciplinary Committee
· Ensuring that practising fees are paid by all Attorneys-at-Law
· Problems encountered at Prison by Attorneys-at-Law
· Problems at the Registrar General’s Office

· Delays in the delivery of judgments and decisions by judicial officers
· Problems encountered by attorneys-at-law at the Court Offices in Port-in-Spain, San Fernando and Tobago.
ACCOUNTS
(See Income and Expenditure Report for the Law Association and The Compensation Fund attached)
20 HAYES STREET, ST. CLAIR
The Council has in its possessions conceptual drawings and are awaiting the following:

1. the cost of the premium for the Change of use and 
2. a Deed of Variation. 
A deadline has been set for mid year to obtain same.
DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS
The Council continues to issue Pre-action protocol letters to Attorneys-at-law who have failed to comply with orders of the Disciplinary Committee.
The Appeals of both Mr. K. Munroe-Brown and Mr. W. Greene are still before the Courts. Mr. Alvin Fitzpatrick S.C. and Mrs. Lesley-Ann Lucky-Samaroo instructed by Mr. Kemrajh Harrikissoon appeared on behalf of the Council at the hearings.
The Law Association continues its effort to ensure that all attorneys-at-law practising are holders of valid practising certificates. Attorneys found practising without holding a valid practising certificate are issued pre-action protocol letters. Those attorneys are then required to settle all outstanding fees to the Law Association and all outstanding contributions to the Compensation Fund, and make an application to have their practising certificates re-issued.
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 
The Council continues to review Bills and Acts sent to us by the Attorney General for comment and review. Amongst bills reviewed in recent times are the Evidence Act 2009 and the Audio Visual Act 2009.

This Council hopes that members will volunteer to assist in this important function of the Association.
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
JUDICIAL REVIEW SEMINAR
The Council with the assistance of the Judicial Education Institute hosted a seminar on Judicial Review on 21 July 2009 with guest speaker Michael Fordham Q.C. This seminar was well received and those in attendance found it to be very enlightening. 

LECTURE ON ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION INCLUDING MEDIATION, ARBITRATION, ADJUDICATION AND EARLY NEUTRAL EVALUATION
Mr. Stuart V. Kennedy was invited by the Council to present a lecture on Alternative Dispute Resolution Including Mediation, Arbitration, Adjudication and Early Neutral Evaluation on Wednesday 18th November, 2009. This proved to be very productive.
REGISTRAR GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT
The Registrar General’s Department in collaboration with Council held several discussions with the membership in an effort to introduce new systems and processes. These include: - 
· The scanning of all documents registered under the Real Property Act (the “RPA”) and the creation of an Electronic Journal.

· The introduction of a RPA cover sheet to be used by all Attorneys-at-Law seeking to have documents registered under the RPA to facilitate the above;

· A new Document Cover Sheet for documents registered in the General Registry to be used by all Attorneys-at-Law seeking to have documents so registered;
· Payment of fees for searching the electronic General Registry databases to conduct title searches;
· Minimum payment for using the Companies Registry e-service;
· Compliance measures under the Companies Act; and

· Other measures which impact on the services accessed by Attorneys-at-Law on behalf of their clients.
It is to be noted that the Registrar General has asked that Council supplies a list of all attorneys-at-law holding current practising certificates in order to prevent attorneys-at-law who are not holders of practising certificates from filing documents.
The Council proposes to do this within the month.

Implementation of the New E-Service – PIMS On-Line
The Council was pleased to inform its membership of the Registrar General’s Department latest E-Service: PIMS (Property Information Management Service) On-Line, which allows members to view the Land Registry’s electronic databases on the World Wide Web as a Pay Per View Online Search Facility. 
ENFORCEMENT OF ORDERS OF THE FAMILY COURT

The Council will shortly be hosting a seminar to familiarise practitioners with the enforcement procedures in Family matters.

AMENDMENTS TO THE EVIDENCE ACT – assented to in January 2010

In light of the changes brought about by the amendments to the Evidence Act, the Council feels that it is important to host a seminar to enlighten its membership of the new developments.
VISITS TO THE PRISONS
The Council formed a Prisons Committee which has been working assiduously with members of the Criminal Bar Association to alleviate problems encountered by attorneys-at-law attempting to visit the prisons.
Member of Council Mr. Ravi Rajcoomar, was able to establish a relationship with the Commissioner of Prisons: Mr. John Rougier, and a Guideline for Prison Visits was prepared. This is currently engaging the attention of the Attorney General.
DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE
The Disciplinary Committee’s term came to an end on 9 March 2010, and in accordance with Rule 1 (1) of the Fourth Schedule of the Legal Profession Act Chap. 90:03 letters of re-appointment were issued to the following persons: 
Chairman:





Gilbert Peterson S.C.

Vice Chairman:




Deborah Peake S.C.

Members:

Bijili Lalla



Kemrajh Harrikissoon


Robin Otway


Nadia Kangaloo

Jo-Anne Julien 


Marcelle Ferdinand

Veena Badrie-Maharaj 

Joan Byrne

Jason Mootoo


Darrell Allahar






Ian Benjamin 


Vanessa Gopaul



The new term commenced on 10 March 2010.

NEW RULES

The Council receives complaints on a daily basis about the implementation of the Civil Proceeding Rules and of the reluctance of the staff at the Court offices to accept documents for filing from attorneys-at-law. These complaints have been and continue to be brought to the attention of the Monitoring Committee by our representatives.

The Council has taken a decision to host a seminar on the Civil Proceeding Rules on the 17 April 2010. Members are urged to attend and participate. Within the next 2 weeks members will be receiving notification of the agenda for the seminar.
FAMILY COURT
The Family Court roll out has not progressed with the expedition that the Council had hoped, largely due to lack of funding from the Executive.

There is an ongoing review of the Family Proceedings Rules and it should be comprehensively amended by 2011.

PUBLICATION
THE LAWYER JOURNAL

On his elevation to the bench, Ms. Bijili Lalla was appointed as the new Editor-in-Chief to replace the Honourable Mr. Justice Vashiest Kokaram. The new Committee is working diligently to have a new issue published soon.
WEBSITE

The Secretariat of the Law Association continues to update its website on a regular basis. Members are encouraged to log on to the website for current activities of the Association.
DRAFT CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS
Council has discussed the proposed draft and is awaiting the comments from our Tobago Colleagues before finalising its position paper.
WINE & CHEESE PARTY
The demand for Wine and Cheese tickets was overwhelming. Over 340 members were in attendance. All judges were invited and we were happy that the Honourable Chief Justice Mr. Ivor Archie and some of the judges made the effort to attend.  The Wine and Cheese Party continues to be a great success.

ANNUAL DINNER
Our Annual Dinner was a night to be remembered with a high quality performance by Denyse Plummer.  Awards were given to The Honourable  Mr. Justice Shafeyei M. S. Shah,  Mr.  Karl Terrence  Hudson-Phillips  Q.C.,   Mr.  Kenneth  Ramsanta Lalla S.C., 
Mr. Krishna Narinesingh and Mr. Roopnarine Rambachan for their invaluable contribution to the Legal Profession and on attaining the milestone of 50 years call to the Bar. Among the specially invited guests attending were the Chief Justice Mr. Ivor Archie and several High Court Judges. We were also joined by some of our fellow attorneys from the Barbados Bar.

ORIENTATION PRESENTATION CEREMONY

Newly admitted Attorneys were introduced to Members of the Judiciary, Senior Attorneys and members of Council on 12 November, 2009. They were given practical guidelines as to what to expect and what is expected from them as they enter this esteemed profession. Words of wisdom were given by the President of the Law Association Mr. Martin G. Daly S. C., The Honourable Justice Ventour, (Judge of the Supreme Court), Magistrate Brambhanan  Dubay, Mr. Gilbert Peterson S.C. (Chairman of the Legal Aid and Advisory Authority and Vice Chairman of the Disciplinary Committee), and Mr. Daniel Khan, (Junior Attorney-at-Law).

LAWYERS CRICKET  
The Lawyers Cricket World Cup was held in Cambridge England from July 25th 2009 to August 4th 2009 and by all reports it was a success. The West Indies team (made up of attorneys from Trinidad and Barbados) got through to the semi-finals but then lost to Australia.
The 2011 Lawyers Cricket World Cup takes place in Barbados.

Ms. Sushma Gopeesingh who heads the Sports Committee of the Law Association is organizing a Judges/ Lawyers Cricket Match to be held in April / May this year.
TOBAGO COLLEAGUES
Members of Council travelled at their own expense to meet with our Tobago colleagues on the 26th February, 2010 and to offer assistance with problems particular to them. Council left that meeting with the feeling that problems in the implementation of the Civil Proceedings Rules troubling colleagues in Tobago are the same as those encountered by their colleagues in Trinidad.
LITIGATION


The Law Association participated in a matter of public interest: RE: A JUROR. Extensive work was done by Mr. Ravi Rajcoomar and Mr. Rajiv Persad. The judgment was recently delivered by the Hon. Mme. Justice Joan Charles. 
The Council wishes to thank all Attorneys-at-Law who have generously given of their time to attend court and prepare documents for use in court. In this regard, Mr. Haran Ramkaransingh is to be commended for work done with respect to Disciplining attorneys-at-law who have not complied with Disciplinary Committee Orders and those who do not hold a valid practising certificate 
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Mrs. Jocelyn Gift and Ms. Sushma Gopeesingh continue to give generously of their time to attend career guidance seminars at Secondary schools and disseminate information to young persons wishing to join the profession. The Council wishes to thank them and hope that they will continue this worthwhile venture.

THE SECRETARIAT
The Secretariat continues to function despite depletion in staff numbers. Members can assist the Secretariat by obtaining information from the website thereby freeing the staff at the Secretariat to perform other important functions.

COMMENTS BY SECRETARY
I wish to thank all members of Council, the Secretariat and the Association for their support and help during this past year.

Respectfully submitted:

Patricia Dindyal
Honorary Secretary
PD:aa

APPENDIX “A’

THE 23RD COUNCIL OF THE LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

ATTENDANCE RECORD FOR THE YEAR 2009-2010
Council held (11) regular meetings, (2) Emergency Council meetings and (2) meeting whilst on retreat in Tobago. In total 16 meetings were held.

	NAMES
	NO. OF MEETINGS ATTENDED
	TOTAL

	
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	4th
	5th
	6th
	1st Emergency
	2nd Emergency
	7th
	8th
	9th
	Adjourned 9th 
	10th
	Tobago Retreat
	11th
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Friday
	Saturday
	
	

	Martin G. Daly S.C.

President
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	14

	Hendrickson R.M. Seunath S.C.

Vice President
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	10

	Kemrajh Harrikissoon

Treasurer
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	13

	Patricia Dindyal

Honorary Secretary
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	16

	Alvin K. Fitzpatrick S.C.
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	16

	Darrell P. Allahar
	√
	√
	x
	√
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	x
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	x
	8

	Ronnie Bissessar
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	x
	x
	√
	x
	√
	x
	√
	x
	√
	√
	9

	Dharanchand Depoo
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	12

	Nadia Sharon Kangaloo


	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	x
	√
	x
	x
	x
	10

	Lesley-Ann Lucky-Samaroo


	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	15

	Donna Prowell-Raphael
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	x
	x
	x
	9

	Ravi Rajcoomar


	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	9

	Sushma Gopeesingh

 
	√
	x
	√
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	10

	Brent Hallpike
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	x
	√
	6

	Gregory Pantin


	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	x
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	x
	9

	Dinesh Rambally

 
	√
	√
	x
	x
	√
	x
	x
	√
	x
	x
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	x
	8

	Haran Ramkaransingh


	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	x
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	15

	Mr. Rajiv Persad


	√
	×
	×
	√
	√
	×
	√
	√
	* Resigned from Council on 

1   Oct 2009
	5 of 8

	Bijili Lalla 


	** Asked to re-join Council   on 13 October 2009
	√
	√
	√
	√
	√
	×
	×
	x
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