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LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

LEGAL PROFESSION ACT NO.21 OF 1986 CONSOLIDATED 2000
3rd Floor, Henry Hudson-Phillips Building
33 St. Vincent Street, Port-of-Spain
Tel/Fax: 1-(868)-625-9350   Tel: 1-(868)-623-2478
E-mail: lawassociationtt@gmail.com              Website: www.lawassociationtt.com
REQUIREMENTS FOR A CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS

ALL DOCUMENTS TO BE SUBMITTED IN LETTER SIZE FORM (8½” X 11”) PAPER

The Council of the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago wishes to advise that applications for the issue of Certificates of Fitness to practise law in Trinidad and Tobago to be signed by any two of the President, Vice President, Treasurer and the Honorary Secretary  of the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago should be supported by the following:-

1. A letter from the applicant addressed to the President of the Law Association of Trinidad &Tobago requesting the Certificate of Fitness to be issued.
2. Where the applicant is a National of Trinidad and Tobago and satisfies the requirement under s. 15 1(A) (c) and (d) of the Legal Profession Act 1986.

· A letter of certification from the head of chambers of an attorney-at-law of not less than ten years standing, practising in Trinidad and Tobago to the effect that the applicant has undergone an attachment at those Chambers for a continuous period of not less than six months (state exact period) doing work relating to the practice of law. 
· The practising certificate for the current year or alternatively the practising certificate for the preceding year and the receipt for the current year’s annual fees must be attached to the letter of certification.
3. Two testimonials from the following persons:
a).
Preferably from two (2) members of the Law Association of at least five (5) years standing who hold a valid practising certificate one of whom must have known the applicant for a period of at least one (1) year      or

b).
One testimonial from a member of the Law Association of at least five (5) years standing who hold a valid practising certificate         and 

One testimonial from a person, of good standing in Trinidad and Tobago, who must have known the applicant for a period of not less than five (5) years 
e.g. Senior Public Officers, Ministers of Religion, Managing Directors or Directors and Managers of Financial Institutions, Professionals, Members of Parliament, Mayors, Chairpersons and Members of Local Government Bodies, Notaries Public, Justices of the Peace, Principals and Vice Principals of Schools and University Lecturers. (Endorsement of official stamps are necessary).

The testimonials must include:
· A statement of the length of time in which the applicant has been known. 
· The circumstances/capacity in which the applicant has been known (personal or professional).











· The opportunity that the writer of the testimonial had to form the opinions expressed. (A bare statement that the applicant is known for a period of years and is considered a fit and proper person will not suffice).
· It should certify the applicant’s fitness to practise and specifically endorse his or her good character, reputation, honesty and integrity.  
· It should also state that the person is fit and proper to be admitted to the bar. 
…….#4 b cont’d
· At the very least one of the testimonials should be made by a person other than someone who has known the applicant solely through in-service training or as a student at Law School.  
· In the case of someone who has known the applicant as a student it should state what opportunity the writer had to evaluate the applicant other than in the classroom.
4. A photograph of the applicant.
· This must be certified by the writer of one of the testimonials on the reverse side of the photograph with the following words: 
- “I certify that this is a true likeness of the applicant, …….……………” and must bear the writer’s name in block letters and signature.
5. Where the applicant is a member of the Bar of a foreign country or has practised abroad.
· A certificate of good standing from the relevant official of the Bar or professional body of that country 

· Two (2) testimonials.
6. Only Commonwealth citizens and nationals shall apply for a Certificate of Fitness.

7. With effect from 21st April 2009 there is an administrative charge of $250.00 on application for the Certificate of Fitness and please allow for ten (10) working days for collection of the Certificate.
By Order of the Council –    21st April 2009
