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LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

SECRETARY’S REPORT
of the 22ND COUNCIL OF 

THE LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

presented at the
23RD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

FRIDAY 20TH MARCH 2009
The 22nd Annual General Meeting of the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago was held on Friday 14th March 2008, at the Hall of Justice Knox Street. Port-of-Spain. At that meeting, the following officers and members of Council were duly elected:
President:




Martin G. Daly S.C.
Immediate Past President

S. Russell Martineau S.C.  

Vice President:



Hendrickson R. M. Seunath S.C.

Treasurer:




Gregory Armorer 

resigned on the 12 January, 2009







Kemrajh Harrikissoon was

appointed on the 13th January, 2009

SENIOR MEMBERS


Alvin Fitzpatrick S.C.





Darrell Allahar






Andre Des Vignes





Patricia Dindyal






Nadia Kangaloo






Vashiest Kokaram

Bijili Lalla

Lesley-Ann Lucky Samaroo

Ravi Rajcoomar
JUNIOR MEMBERS


Sushma Gopeesingh







Gregory Pantin







Brandon Primus







Anand Singh






Haran Ramkaransingh

The names of the elected Members of the Council were published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette Vol. 47 No. 44 dated 25th March 2008.

Patricia Dindyal was appointed as Honorary Secretary pursuant to Section 3 (1) of the Legal Profession Act, 1986, at the 1st meeting of Council on the 15 April, 2008.

Council held (12) regular meetings, (3) special council meetings one of which was adjourned, and (2) meetings whilst on retreat in Tobago, during the year under review.  A record of attendance of members of Council at meetings is attached as Appendix “X”.  

Among the more important matters which engaged the attention of the Council this year were the following:

· Proposed amendments to the Legal Profession Act 1986

· Court actions against attorneys who failed to pay fines and/or compensation ordered by the Disciplinary Committee

· 20 Hayes Street, St. Clair
· Problems encountered at Prison by Attorneys-at-Law
· Ensuring that practicing fees are paid by all Attorneys-at-Law

· Tax Appeal Board

· Problems at the Registrar General’s Office

· Problems at the Board of Inland Revenue – in relation to stamp duty

· Delays in the delivery of judgments and decisions by judicial officers

ACCOUNTS
The Financial Statements of the Law Association disclose a sound financial health of the Association.
20 HAYES STREET, ST. CLAIR
Council has been awaiting the application for the Change of Use for the property.

In the interim, the building committee headed by Mrs. Lesley-Ann Lucky-Samaroo arranged for the demolition of the structure thereon as same was not salvageable and was a danger to anyone entering the premises.

At the present time the Council is also looking at the feasibility of constructing a new building.

DISCIPLINARY SANCTIONS
Pre-action protocol letters were sent to Attorneys-at-Law who had not complied with orders of the Disciplinary Committee.

Action was taken against 6 attorneys who failed to comply with orders of the Disciplinary Committee after receiving pre-action protocol letters. Declarations stating that Kenneth Munroe-Brown, Carlton George and William Greene were suspended from practising law in Trinidad and Tobago were made by the Court. Mr. Munroe-Brown and Mr. W. Greene have appealed these orders.

The Law Association has been trying to discipline the profession to ensure that attorneys are up-to-date with payment of their annual fees. The present number of Attorneys-at-Law with practising certificates is over 1,700.

AMENDMENTS TO THE LEGAL PROFESSION ACT 1986
The Council has carefully considered all recommendations and proposals submitted over the last five years and will shortly be in a position to submit a draft of Amendments to the Legal Profession Act 1986 to the Attorney General. The Contingency fees approved by the general body will be included in the draft.  
LEGISLATIVE REVIEW 
The Council formed a committee comprising 2 members of the Council to review Bills and Acts sent by the Attorney General for comment and review. Unfortunately, this committee has not been able to function as efficiently as the Council would have wished due to the heavy workload of the committee members. It is the hope of Council that members of the Law Association will volunteer to serve on committees in general and this one in particular.
CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
ETHICS SEMINAR

Council held an Ethics Seminar on 11th October, 2008 at the Aubrey Fraser Theatre, Hugh Wooding Law School. Members of the profession were addressed by The Honourable Mr. Justice Alan Mendonca (Judge of the Court of Appeal) and The Honourable Madam Justice Judith Jones (Judge of the High Court) and Attorney-at-Law, Peter Rajkumar. Those in attendance found the information presented to be enlightening and useful to the profession. The debate following the seminar was lively and at times very controversial. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION

The Law Association was invited by the Securities and Exchange Commission to a consultation on the Draft Securities Bill held Tuesday 3rd, June 2008 at the Teak room, Crown Plaza, Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain. 

REGISTRATION OF DEEDS

The Registrar General’s Department in collaboration with Council held 4 seminars training clerks/Attorneys-at-Law on the use of the Deed Cover Sheets designed to ensure the speedy registration of documents on the computer system.

VISITS TO THE PRISONS
Attorneys-at-law are still encountering difficulties when visiting the prisons. The Council has been trying to establish a relationship with the Commissioner of Prisons Mr. John Rougier. Despite repeated attempts, Member of Council Mr. Ravi Rajcoomar is still to have a meeting with the commissioner of Prisons to help alleviate the difficulties faced by attorneys at law in the execution of their services and duties.

DISCIPLINARY COMMITTEE

The Disciplinary Committee continues to perform at optimum level with the hard work and dedication of its members. 
EXTERNAL  COMMITTEES

The Association was represented on the following external committees:

· Bench Bar

By Martin G. Daly S.C. Hendrickson Seunath S.C., Alvin Fitzpatrick S.C. Patricia Dindyal and Ravi Rajcoomar.

· Council of Legal Education 
by Hendrickson H. R. M. Seunath S.C. who was elected a member of the Executive for a 3 year term from September 2007. Mr. Martin G. Daly S.C. is the other representative on Council.

· Family Court
by Lesley-Ann Lucky-Samaroo.

· Family Court Monitoring Committee

by Lesley-Ann Lucky-Samaroo and Bijili Lalla .

· Rules Committee
by Alvin Fitzpatrick S.C. and Justin Phelps (Mr. Gregory Armorer resigned on the 11th December,2008).

· Civil Proceedings Rules Monitoring Committee

by Indal Harracksingh, Kemrajh Harrikissoon and Nadia Kangaloo, Marcelle Ferdinand.
· Criminal Law Committee

By Pamela Elder S.C.
· Mediation Board

by Vasheist Kokaram who will shortly be replaced by Kenneth Vierra.

· Organisation of Commonwealth Caribbean Bar Associations

by Mr. Martin G. Daly S.C.

· Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago – Establishment of a Professional Rules Advisory Committee

by Bijili Lalla.

· Implementation of The Land Law Legislative Package

by Brian Des Vignes and Indal Harracksingh.

· Legal Aid and Advisory Authority

by Rhonda Parris–De Freitas, Anand Singh, and Kemrajh Harrikissoon. Mrs. Sophia Chote has been nominated to replace Mr. M. Yearwood who passed away last year.

· Advertising Standards Authority

by Ms. Margaret Rose. 

· Medical Board

by Dr. Carmanie Narinesingh-Chang 

· Fair Trade Commission
by Kemrajh Harrikissoon  

· Remand Court
 by Om Lalla

· Domestic Violence Implementation Manual Committee
       by Janice Clarence-Quamina

NEW RULES

Our members on the monitoring committee continue to raise concerns that Attorneys-at-Law encounter at the Registry and in the implementation of the New Rules.

The seminar held in May 2008 highlighted the need for amendments to the New Rules and for greater consistency in the application of the New Rules by Judges.

It was unfortunate that very few members of the judiciary attended this seminar despite being invited.

There has been 1 meeting of the New Rules Committee and another is scheduled to take place in the near future.

TAX  APPEAL BOARD

The Tax Appeal Board still remains without a permanent home despite the efforts of the Council of the Law Association. Temporary accommodation at 69-70 Sackville Street has been allocated to the Tax Appeal Board and works to improve the infrastructure are currently being undertaken. 

PUBLICATIONS

THE LAWYER JOURNAL

The Editor-in-Chief, Mr. Vashiest Kokaram and other members of the committee Mr. Hendrickson Seunath S.C., Mrs. Stephanie Daly, Mr. Darrell Allahar, Ms. Bijili Lalla, Mr. Ravi Rajcoomar, Mr. Rajiv Persad and Mr. Haran Ramkaransingh produced “A 20th Anniversary commemorative Issue” which received high praise and great reviews for the high quality of work, the highlighting of many historical moments and the inclusion of photos of members of the legal fraternity.

WEBSITE

The Law Association website is up and running. The website committee headed by Bijili Lalla, aided by members of staff at the Secretariat are attempting to keep the site as up-to-date as possible with information being put onto the website on a regular basis. 

NEWSLETTER

Mr. Haran Ramkaransingh has assumed responsibility for the publication of the Law Associations’ newsletter. We have had two publications for the year.

NEWSPAPER COLUMN

Mr. Westmin James aided by students of the Hugh wooding Law School continues to spearhead the “Law Made Simple” article which is published in the Trinidad Guardian on the first Monday of each month. 

TV SIX MORNING EDITION PROGRAMME “KNOW YOUR RIGHTS”
The series “Know your Rights” was aired on TV6’s Morning Edition. Six topics were addressed by Attorneys-at-Law from the Association. The Council has received a request from the T.V Station for the continuation of the series as it received overwhelming positive feedback on the usefulness of the information presented on the series.

DRAFT CONSTITUTION AND BILL OF RIGHTS
Council hopes to table and prepare a working document by June 2009.

WINE & CHEESE PARTY

This year we had an overwhelming request for Wine and Cheese tickets attracting in excess of 325 hundred members. Specially invited guests in attendance were The Honourable Chief Justice Mr. Justice Ivor Archie and the former Director of Public Prosecutions Mr. Geoffrey Henderson. A surplus in the region of $22,000.00 was realized. The Wine and Cheese party was without a doubt a success.

ANNUAL DINNER
Our Annual Dinner was a night to be remembered with high quality performances by Dr. Stalin and The Silver Stars Steel Orchestra. Awards were given to Sir. Fred Albert Phillips, Trevor Lee S.C. and Ian Seukeran for their invaluable contribution to the Legal Profession and on attaining the milestone of 50 years call to the Bar. Among the specially invited guests attending were the The Honourable Chief Justice Mr. Justice Ivor Archie, The Attorney General, Senator the Honourable Mrs. Bridgette Annisette-George and the Honourable Minister of Legal Affairs Mr. Peter Taylor. We were also joined by our fellow attorneys of the Barbados Bar.
ORIENTATION PRESENTATION CEREMONY

Newly admitted Attorneys were introduced to Members of the Judiciary, Senior Attorneys and Members of Council on 14 November, 2008 and were given practical guidelines as to what to expect and what is expected from them as they enter this esteemed profession. Words of wisdom were given by the President of the Law Association Mr. Martin G. Daly S. C., The Honourable Mr. Justice Carmona, (Judge of the Supreme Court), Magistrate His Worship, Brian Dabideen,(Magistrate), Jo-Anne Julien (Member of the Disciplinary Committee, Mr. Anand Singh, (Representative of Legal Aid and Advisory Authority) and Mr. Kevin Nurse, (Junior Attorney-at-Law).

INFORMAL GET TOGETHER FOR JUNIORS
The Council tried to organize the Informal get together for juniors which was introduced by the previous council. Three informal get togethers were held by Members of Council. The first was jointly hosted by Mr. Kemrajh Harikissoon and Mr. Hendrickson Seunath S.C with juniors in San Fernando, the other two were held in Port of Spain at the offices of M.G. Daly & Partners and Hamel Smith and Co.
LAWYERS CRICKET  

Lawyers cricket continues to thrive under the direction and commitment of many. On Sunday 21st September, 2008 the Law Association held its Lawyers Vs Judges Cricket Fete Match at Eastern Regional Sports Complex. The Attorneys-at-Law were the eventual winners. 

In an effort to foster greater ties with members of other Caribbean Bar Associations cricket matches were held in Trinidad on Saturday the 22nd November 2008 at the National Cricket Centre at Balmain Couva, and in Barbados on March 15th 2009 at the Wanderer’s Grounds, Barbados.
Members of the Association are being urged to participate in playing cricket and/or supporting a team of Lawyers for the upcoming Lawyers Cricket World Cup to be held in Cambridge England from July 25th 2009 to August 4th 2009.



RETREAT IN TOBAGO

Members of Council travelled at their own expense to meet with our Tobago colleagues on the 6th February, 2009 to hear grievances which are particular to them. 

The Council then had a retreat in Tobago on February 7th 2009 to examine the details of the proposed amendments to The Legal Profession Act 1986.

LITIGATION

The Law Association participated in a matter of public interest: RE: A JUROR. Extensive work was done by Mr. Ravi Rajcoomar and Mr. Rajiv Persad. No decision has yet been given in this matter.

Pending before the Courts is a High Court Action (HCA S-45/04) brought by Angela Ramdeen against the Registrar of the Supreme Court.

Of course we continue to participate in applications made by attorneys-at-law under S.6 (2) Legal Profession Act 1986, for the re-issue of practising certificates.
The Council wishes to thank all Attorneys-at-Law who have generously given of their time to attend court and prepare documents for use in court.



COMMENTS BY SECRETARY

After 11 years of service Mrs. Judy-Ann Prescod resigned from her post as Executive Administrator. The Council and the Association wishes to place on record our thanks for the service she has given to it. Her resignation has been accepted and she has been sent an appropriate letter of thanks.

I wish to thank all members of Council, the Secretariat and the Association for their support and help during this past year.

Respectfully submitted:
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Patricia Dindyal

Honorary Secretary
March 17, 2009
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APPENDIX “A’

THE 22ND COUNCIL OF THE LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

ATTENDANCE RECORD FOR THE YEAR 2008-2009

Council held (11) regular meetings, (3) Special Council meetings and (2) meetings whilst on retreat in Tobago. In total 16 meetings were held.

Regular and Special Meetings

	NAMES
	1st
	2nd
	3rd
	1st special
	4th
	2nd special
	5th
	Adjourned 5th
	6th
	7th
	8th
	9th
	10th
	3rd special
	11th
	TOTAL



	M. G. Daly S.C.

President
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	14

	S. R. Martineau S.C.

Imm. Past President
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2

	H.R.M. Seunath S.C.

Vice President
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	8

	G. Armorer

Treasurer
Resigned 12.01.09
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0

	0
	0
	0
	8

	K. Harrikissoon

Treasurer
Appointed 13.01.09
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	11

	P. Dindyal

Honorary Secretary
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	15

	A. Fitzpatrick S.C.


	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	10

	D. P. Allahar


	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	12

	A. Des Vignes

	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	0
	1
	10

	N. Kangaloo


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8

	V. Kokaram


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	12

	B. Lalla


	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	11

	L.A. Lucky-Samaroo
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	11

	R. Rajcoomar


	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	0
	5

	A. Singh


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	14

	S. Gopeesingh

 
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	14

	G. Pantin


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	1
	14

	B. Primus

 
	1
	1
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0
	0
	1
	10

	H. Ramkaransingh


	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	15


Attendance record for meeting’s in Tobago

	NAMES
	Tobago
	LPA Tobago

	M. G. Daly S.C.

President
	1
	1

	S. R. Martineau S.C.

Imm. Past President
	1
	1

	H.R.M. Seunath S.C.

Vice President
	0
	0

	G. Armorer

Treasurer
Resigned 12.01.09
	0
	0

	K. Harrikissoon

Treasurer
Appointed 13.01.09
	1
	1

	P. Dindyal

Honorary Secretary
	1
	1

	A. Fitzpatrick S.C.


	1
	1

	D. P. Allahar


	0
	0

	A. Des Vignes

	0
	0

	N. Kangaloo


	1
	1

	V. Kokaram


	1
	1

	B. Lalla


	1
	1

	L.A. Lucky-Samaroo
	1
	1

	R. Rajcoomar


	0
	0

	A. Singh


	1
	1

	S. Gopeesingh


	1
	1

	G. Pantin


	0
	0

	B. Primus


	0
	0

	H. Ramkaransingh


	1
	1
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LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
22ND COUNCIL OF 

THE LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

A report of the Council will be issued as usual. This report is merely intended as a supplemental document to inform and stimulate discussion about the work of the Council.

The 22nd Council set the following as its principal objectives:

1. Strengthening of the corporate governance of the Association.

2. Tighter management of the resources of the Association.

3. Furtherance of the Association’s credibility as an organization capable of self- regulation.

4. Maintaining the Association as a commentator on current events with a legal core.

5. Enhancement of working relationships with key players in the administration of justice.

A number of measures were introduced with respect to corporate governance and tighter management of the resources of the Association, including a monthly review of accounts, re-negotiation of banking arrangements and taking professional advice concerning the future disposition of the property at 20 Hayes Street.  All of these are on-going exercises and it is hoped that in the not too distant future a plan for the use of 20 Hayes Street will be forthcoming. 

After exhausting available avenues for amicable settlement, the Council was compelled to take legal proceedings against a number of attorneys-at-law who did not avail themselves of the opportunity to pay up orders for fines and/or compensation.  These proceedings resulted in declarations that the defaulting attorneys were suspended.  It is expected that the Association will continue to be vigilant in the enforcement of matters concerning professional discipline, consistent with its being a respectable, self-regulating organization. Procedures are also being worked out in respect of claims against the Compensation Fund.  

I would like to acknowledge the important work done by the Council over the past few years, regarding a comprehensive set of amendments to the Legal Profession Act.  These amendments are being collated for renewed submission to the Honourable Attorney General.


During the course of the 22nd Council, the Law Association issued releases on: Its 40 point plan submitted to the Government in 2005, the occupation of Richplain, Diego Martin by the Defence Force, and on the duties and appointment of law officers of the State.  In conjunction with TV6, several attorneys took part in a “Know Your Rights” series organized by the Association.  There was a positive response to this series and another one is planned for 2009.

The 22nd Council has enjoyed productive relationships with the Honourable Chief Justice and the Honourable Attorney General.  Regular meetings of the Bench/Bar Committee were resumed and the Attorney General was receptive to the Association’s wish to be represented on the Committee examining changes in the Criminal Law on which Committee it hitherto had no representation. As a result, Mrs. Pamela Elder S.C. became a member of the Committee representing the Law Association.  On behalf of the Council I take this opportunity to thank the Chief Justice and Attorney General for their stimulating co-operation with the Association.

As part of its outreach programme, the Council held one of its monthly meetings in San Fernando and a successful get-together with members of Council and practitioners was held after the meeting.  Similarly, a large delegation of the Council met in Tobago, and had discussions on matters of interest to practitioners in Tobago.  Hopefully, these outreach events will take place annually. 

Conduct of the business of the Association is demanding and I would like to thank all of those attorneys who gave valuable time to assist the 22nd Council in the conduct of Association business.  In the face of increasing demands on the time of the Council members I look forward to continued assistance from members with the business of the Association.
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Martin G. Daly S.C.
President

March 17, 2009
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