



LAW ASSOCIATION / CRIMINAL BAR ASSOCIATION

PROPOSED GUIDELINES FOR PRISON VISITS BY ATTORNEYS AT LAW
1) The Commissioner of Prisons shall as far as practicable, provide reasonable facilities to enable the authorized visit of an attorney at law with his client at a State Prison. Such facilities should include a desk and adequate seating for the parties concerned.

2) In determining whether a person presenting himself at any prison as an attorney at law should be allowed entry to the prison will be dependant on the attorneys ability to satisfy the prison authorities that he is a member of the Bar, to this extent the Prison Authorities will be guided by current lists from the Law Association as well as any identification establishing that the person seeking entry is an attorney at law mentioned on the list.

3) Except in the case of condemned prisoners attorney/client conferences shall take place in the sight but not the hearing of the supervising officer.

4) Attorneys are entitled to take instructions from clients at a conference.

5) Inmates are entitled to give their attorneys instructions at such a conference.

6) Inmates are entitled to sign such instructions without permission from any prison officer.

7) Inmates are also entitled to prepare their instructions in writing and to hand over same to their attorney without the scrutiny or permission of any prison officer.

8) Inmates are also entitled to send instructions by letter to their attorneys.

9) No prison officer is entitled to censor /peruse/ keep a copy of instructions given/prepared by an inmate.

10) Where the inmate is required to sign any private document that is a document that does not relate to the inmates court proceedings such other document must be provided in advance to the office of the Commissioner of Prisons for the Prison to make the necessary enquiries before the inmate is asked to sign such document. 

11) An inmate is entitled to receive written communications from his attorney in confidence. These would include but are not restricted to depositions/notes of evidence, copies of documentary exhibits, witness statements, affidavits, expert reports, trial /appeal documents, legal opinions and extracts of legal texts, judgments and statutes.
12) An inmate who is a witness for the defence in any matter will be allowed to speak in private to an attorney-at-law representing the accused person/prisoner. These conferences will be in the sight but not the hearing of a prison officer. 

13) The witness will be entitled to sign any statement without the permission of a prison officer.
14) Such a statement must not be scrutinised, censored or copied by any prison officer.

15) Attorney/client visits should take place from Monday to Friday between the hours of 8:00- 4:30 p.m. Special permission would be required for visits on weekends /after hours.

16) Attorneys –at- law shall surrender enter their cellular phones, pagers and/or firearms upon entering the prison compound

17) Other attorneys-at-law, legal consultants law clerks or law students may accompany any attorney-at-law visiting his client. These visits should be limited to groups of no more than four persons

18) Law clerks and law students should carry a letter of introduction from the attorney–at- law and valid identification.

19) All visitors will be required to sign the relevant Visit book.


