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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

23rd COUNCIL OF

THE LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRININDAD AND TOBAGO

A report of the Council will be issued as usual. This report is merely intended as a supplemental document to inform and stimulate discussion about the work of the Council.

The 23rd Council continued working towards the fulfillment of the following objectives:

1. Strengthening of the corporate governance of the   Association.

2. Tighter management of the resources of the Association.

3. Furtherance of the Association’s credibility as an organization capable of self- regulation.

4. Maintaining the Association as a commentator on current events with a legal core.

5. Enhancement of working relationships with key players in the administration of justice.

Measures introduced with respect to corporate governance and tighter management of the resources of the Association have produced results. The Association’s accounts reflect the use of these measures and the system of collection of fees from the Port of Spain Registry has been altered for better accountability. Effective September 11, 2009 the Registry now deposits member’s subscriptions and contribution to the Compensation Fund, which it receives, directly into separate dedicated bank accounts. A similar change in the sub Registries of San Fernando and Tobago is being pursued and it is hoped to achieve this goal by mid 2010.

Professional advice concerning the future disposition of the property at Hayes Street was taken as promised. Obstacles to the consideration of construction of a building on the site have emerged. These are the procedures and cost for obtaining a change of use and the execution of an appropriate Deed of Variation.  The Council set a deadline expiring later this year to reach a final decision on this matter. Meanwhile, conceptual drawings have been prepared and are available for viewing at The Secretariat.

Procedures have been worked out in respect of claims against the Compensation Fund.  One payment was made in August 2009. There are three other matters under the consideration of the Compensation Fund Committee. We are looking forward to a more streamlined flow of information from the Disciplinary Committee with respect to fines and orders made so that the enforcement programme of the Association will meet increased vigilance standards.

The Association commented on a number of matters in the public domain.  These comments are available on the Association’s website. On behalf of the Council, I congratulate the recent appointees to the offices of Chief Parliamentary Counsel, Director of Public Prosecutions and Solicitor General. The Council had expressed its concern about the vacancies in these offices.

Despite a number of personal attacks on the members by the Executive branch of the Government, the Council will not be deterred from doing its duty whenever it is of the view that it should comment on contemporary events with a legal content or which directly affect our members. Members employed by the Board of Inland Revenue have recently consulted the Council concerning the establishment of the Trinidad and Tobago Revenue Authority and we are working with these members on matters relevant to their employment.

The Chief Justice has continued to treat with the Association in a receptive and sensitive manner. However, our relationship with the Judiciary may be tested as a result of floods of complaints from members about the operation of the Civil Proceedings Rules (“the CPR”) and capricious behaviour by the staff of the Registry of the Supreme Court when practitioners bring documents to the Registry for filing.  Your Council is pressing for a directive, perhaps in the form of a practice direction, delineating the responsibilities of the Registry on the receipt of documents for filing.

An important seminar in the form of a review of the operation of the CPR is planned for April 17, 2010 at the Convocation Hall and practitioners are asked to save the date.  

There have also been important development affecting members of the Criminal Bar. The Association has commented on the Guidelines for Prison Visits and is likely to be involved in the implementation of the system of remanding prisoners by video conferencing. The substantial changes to the Evidence Act have been examined and seminars are planned to deal with these amendments. 

We continued our programmes of outreach to San Fernando and Tobago and we had another successful visit with our colleagues in Tobago at the Scarborough Hall of Justice.  Our Tobago colleagues are equally disturbed about the operation of the CPR.  While in Tobago we advanced our deliberations on the Working Document on Consultation Reform.

At the commencement of this year, the Council appointed the Senior Administrator of The Secretariat, Ms. Aneesa Abdool, to be Head Administrator. We acknowledge her fortitude in the face of heavy demands. We expect to complete the re-structuring of The Secretariat shortly with a view to achieving more balanced workloads and prompter response time with users of The Secretariat.

Martin G. Daly S.C.

March 15, 2010
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