PRESS RELEASE

By a letter dated November 10 2005 to the Prime Minister and other Ministers of Government, the Law Association, by its President, Mr. Russell Martineau S.C., submitted a 40 point crime plan to the Government. On February 21, 2006 the Minister of National Security replied to the Law Association on behalf of the Prime Minister, enclosing a table purporting to show that Government was dealing with the recommendations contained in the Law Association’s 40 point plan.

The Law Association has exercised restraint in further comment but its concern has deepened as a result of the horrible events of recent months. The Association has now prepared an analysis of the Minister’s response and by a letter dated May 26, 2008 the current President of the Association, Mr. Martin Daly S.C., indicated to the Minister that “with respect, we are bound to say that the tide of violent crime has risen and we do not consider that the table of information that you provided to be a satisfactory response to our proposals”.   

The Law Association prepared its own table to accompany its letter of May 26, 2008.  In the first column, the table lists the steps purportedly taken by the Ministry and the second and third columns contain comments on those steps. As is apparent from the material, many of the points advanced by the Association have not been dealt with satisfactorily and some of them not at all.

Attached to this email are the 40 point plan contained in the Association’s letter dated November 10, 2008 the Association’s letter dated May 26, 2008 and the analytical response, which accompanied it. 

The Association is releasing this material into the public domain in an effort to stimulate further serious discussion and action to rectify the state of national security.  

The material is available on the Association’s website: www.lawassociationtt.com. It would be appreciated if attention could be drawn to the Association’s website.
Martin G. Daly S.C.

President

Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago

May 28, 2008 

