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LAW ASSOCIATION OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO
3rd Floor, Henry Hudson-Phillips Building, 33 St. Vincent Street, Port-of-Spain

Telephone: 625-9350/623-2478

Email: lawassociationtt@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.lawassociationtt.com
NOTICE

LAW OFFICERS

Section 26 of the Legal Profession Act 1986 (hereinafter referred to as the “Act”), defines a Law Officer. Law officers are defined as:

(i) an attorney-at-law who holds office in the Judicial and Legal Service established by the Judicial and Legal Service Act, which office is declared by Order of the Minister to be a law office; or

(ii) a legal officer employed by the State on contract.

Law officers are deemed to be members of the Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago, although no fees are payable in respect of their membership.

As prime facie evidence of their membership provision is made in the Act for law officers to obtain a completed Form 3A for law officers employed under the Judicial and Legal Service Commission and a completed Form 3B for all contract officers. These forms are submitted to the Law Association. 

Section 26 (3) of the Act states that Forms 3A and or Forms 3B must be signed by the Minister or by a Chief Legal Officer. “Chief Legal Officer” means the Solicitor General, the Director of Public Prosecutions or the Chief Parliamentary Counsel. Minister means the Minister of Legal Affairs. Forms 3A and 3B cannot be validly signed by anyone else. 

It follows from the above that attorneys-at-law who do not fall within sections 26(1) or (ii) of the Act are required to be financial members of the Association. 

There are attorneys-at-law employed by the State or public bodies who may not be under the jurisdiction of a Chief Legal Officer. If they also do not fall under the jurisdiction of the Minister of Legal Affairs and do not produce a certificate signed by that Minister, then they not qualified for a Form 3A or Form3B certificate and therefore are not exempt from paying annual subscriptions to the Law Association and the Compensation Fund.

Dated this 13th day of January 2010
Patricia Dindyal

Honorary Secretary

Law Association of Trinidad and Tobago






